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hen service starts in 2010, Commuter Rail
W passengers can expect to leave the northern
terminus of the route at Fort Florida Road

in DeBary and arrive in downtown Orlando at the Lynx
Central Station stop about 47 minutes later. Even as Central
Florida roads become more and more congested, those
travel times are expected to remain constant.

Departing DeBary/Fort Florida
Station at 6:00 am

Sanford Amtrak (6:10 am)

Lake Mary (6:17 am)

Longwood (6:23 am)

Altamonte Spgs (6:27 am)

Winter Park (6:36 am)

FL Hospital (6:42 am)

Orlando LCS (6:47 am)

Travel Time in minutes

uoneuodsued] jo juswitedaqg

palsanbay 8dlAlag abuey)

/08¢€ eplol4 ‘opuelio
pJeAs|nog UeJOWaS YInos €51
3010 Uegin opuelo

eplio|4 4o arels

Speaker Opportunities

Interested in a briefing about the
Commuter Rail project? Please contact
Marianne Gurnee at mgurnee@cfl.
rr.com or 407-492-0836 to arrange a
preser_wtation for your community group
or neighborhood association.
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Central Florida has
much to Celebrate

this New Year!

By Noranne Downs

hile many of us enjoyed time
W off with family and friends,
the Florida Department of

Transportations Commuter Rail team is
pleased to report that several significant
milestones were reached to advance the
project.

The week after Thanksgiving, | signed a
landmark agreement with CSX Transportation
that will allow Commuter Rail trains to
travel along 61.5 miles of track now used
exclusively by freight traffic and Amtrak.
FDOT will purchase and maintain the tracks,
as well as dispatch all freight and passenger
rail trains through the corridor.

The agreement also sets exclusive operating
windows for freight and passenger rail
travel, which is key to ensuring reliability
of the Commuter Rail system once we start
operations in 2010.

That same week, the Commuter Rail
team finished up preliminary engineering of
the system. We re now awaiting approvals
from the Federal Transit Administration to
advance into Final Design and actually start
construction of platforms at station stops
and some double-tracking within the CSXT
right-of-way this year!

Just before Christmas, the Central Florida
Commuter Rail Commission convened its
second quarterly meeting. The unwavering
support and keen oversight of Commission
members and their constituents is critical
to securing half of the projects capital
costs from our federal funding partners in
Washington. We also have been meeting

the inside

Much to Celebrate in 2008
The Art of the Deal

R pg 2
Investing in the Future .. pg 3
Travel Times ... pg 4
Speaker Opportunities.... . pg 4

monthly with key staff representatives
from all four counties and each community
hosting a station. Those meetings, which are
open to the public, keep our local funding
partners abreast of project details. Their
insights are invaluable, as well.
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Thats not to say the New Year is without
challenges. We hope to secure federal
funding for the project by the end of this
year, and are diligently working with our
local partners on station designs, parking
lot configurations and so forth. Already,
FDOT has started to purchase land needed
for parking lots in some of the suburban
area. Offers have been made on more than

half of the parcels we need.

We re excited about the coming year,
and hope that you are, too. For more
information, please visit the project website
at www.cfrail.com. Let us know what you

think! <=

Noranne Downs is the District 5 Secretary for the
Florida Department of Transportation.







